586                       THE LAW OF MOVABLES

The lex domidlii at death can scarcely be the sole law entitled
to govern the matter.

It would seem that the governing law must be considered in
the light of the method of revocation. A will is revocable either
by a later will or by some other act such as the destruction of
the original document.

Express     A testamentary revocation is obviously effective, if it is ex-
revobcat^|j press and if it is contained in a will that is formally valid
according to the proper law that governs the form of testa-
mentary execution.1

In other words, it is effective if it complies with the forms
required by the lex domidlii of the testator at the time of his
death, or, in the case of a British subject, with those required by
any one of the alternative systems of law permitted by Lord
Kingsdown's Act.

But it does not necessarily follow that a revocation is in-
effective merely because it is ineffective by the law that governs
the form of testamentary execution. Suppose that:

A testator, not a British subject, makes a will valid according to Eng-
lish law while he is domiciled in England. He then acquires a domicil in
Quebec and makes a holograph will there, revoking all former wills,
He later dies domiciled in England.

If the decisive date in these circumstances is the date of death,
then the first will must stand, for the holograph will, though
valid by Quebec law, is invalid by the lex domidlii at death.
Nevertheless, for the general reasons given above, it is sub-
mitted that the revocation should be regarded as effective, on
the ground that it complied with the lex domidlii of the testator
at the time of its completion. That a solemn and deliberate act
by the testator, performed according to the only law applicable
to him at the time, should be cancelled by a mere change of
domicil, and that in consequence his fortune should be distri-
buted in a manner probably destructive of his wishes and
expectations, seems to be required neither by reason nor by
principle.

Revocation That the time of revocation is the decisive date seems even
byaestdon more aPParent *n the case of revocation by the destruction of a
will. The difference between the internal systems of England
and Quebec provides an illustration of the matter. By English
law a will is revoked if it is destroyed by a third person in
accordance with the intention, and in the presence, of the

1 Cottrellv. Cottrell (1872), 2 P. & D. 397.